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Project Description 
 

This project addresses the development of instruction for e-learning 
environments. I employed a research-based rationale for the selection and 
utilization of technologies for designing, developing, implementing, and 
evaluating instruction using Blackboard CourseSites learning management 
system. 
 
Note: In order to view/access this course please login with the username: 
UTRGVguest and the password: guest 
 
Standards Met 
 
This project demonstrates proficiencies in the following AECT standards: Standard 1 – 
Content Knowledge, Standard 2 – Content Pedagogy, Standard 3 – Learning 
Environments, and Standard 4 – Professional Knowledge and Skills. The chart below 
illustrates the performances that fulfill the AECT standards. 

 

AECT 2012 Standards 

Standard 1 – Content Knowledge: Candidates demonstrate the knowledge 
necessary to create, use, assess, and manage theoretical and practical applications 
of educational technologies and processes. 

Performance indicators: Justification 

1.1 Creating. Candidates demonstrate 
the ability to create instructional materials 
and learning environments using a variety 
of systems approaches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 Using. Candidates demonstrate the 
ability to select and use technological 
resources and processes to support 
student learning and to enhance their 
pedagogy. 
 
1.3 Assessing/Evaluating. Candidates 
demonstrate the ability to assess and 
evaluate the effective integration of 

Utilizing a wide variety of systems 
approaches, I created various 
instructional materials within the 
Blackboard CourseSites LMS or 
Learning Management System in 
order to demonstrate the steps 
necessary for the learner to develop 
an impressive and unique digital 
portfolio within Google Sites.  
 
I selected a number of new 
technology resources, add-ons and 
plug-ins available to engage the 
learner in the e-learning course.  
 
 
Decisions were made based on which 
technology tool would best serve the 



appropriate technologies and instructional 
materials. 
 
 
1.5 Ethics. Candidates demonstrate the 
contemporary professional ethics of the 
field as defined and developed by the 
Association for Educational 
Communications and Technology. 
 

needs of the learner to effectively 
deliver the instruction and engage the 
learner at the same time. 
 
The contemporary professional ethics 
of the field as defined and developed 
by the Association for Educational 
Communications and Technology 
were always understood and abided 
by. 

Standard 2 – Content Pedagogy: Candidates develop as reflective practitioners able 
to demonstrate effective implementation of educational technologies and processes 
based on contemporary content and pedagogy. 

Performance indicators: Justification 

2.1 Creating. Candidates apply content 
pedagogy to create appropriate 
applications of processes and 
technologies to improve learning and 
performance outcomes. 
 
 
 
 
2.2 Using. Candidates implement 
appropriate educational technologies and 
processes based on appropriate content 
pedagogy. 
 
 
2.3 Assessing/Evaluating. Candidates 
demonstrate an inquiry process that 
assesses the adequacy of learning and 
evaluates the instruction and 
implementation of educational 
technologies and processes grounded in 
reflective practice. 
 
 
2.4 Managing. Candidates manage 
appropriate technological processes and 
resources to provide supportive learning 
communities, create flexible and diverse 
learning environments, and develop and 
demonstrate appropriate content 
pedagogy. 
 

In order to improve learning and 
performance objectives I applied 
content pedagogy in the design and 
development of the e-learning 
modules with various technology tools 
available to be integrated into the 
Blackboard CourseSites LMS. 
 
I implemented each design process in 
order to effectively engage the learner 
in the learning objective. 
 
 
In order to assess the instruction, I 
included a number of assignments, 
quizzes, discussion forum posts, and 
other material that allow the learner to 
reflect on the purpose of the task at 
hand, and determine how well they 
are progressing in the process. 
 
 
The e-learning module has included 
various resources, such as a 
downloadable help file, contact 
information, links to other ways to get 
assistance as well as a forum for 
shared discussion with other 
classmates and the instructor.  



2.5 Ethics. Candidates design and select 
media, technology, and processes that 
emphasize the diversity of our society as 
a multicultural community. 
 
 
 
 

 
The diversity of our society as a 
multicultural community is always 
foremost on my mind and a factor in 
the design and selection of media, 
technology and in the process of the 
development of these tools. 

Standard 3 – Learning Environments: Candidates facilitate learning by creating, 
using, evaluating, and managing effective learning environments. 

Performance indicators: Justification 

3.1 Creating. Candidates create 
instructional design products based on 
learning principles and research-based 
best practices. 
 
 
 
3.2 Using. Candidates make 
professionally sound decisions in 
selecting appropriate processes and 
resources to provide optimal conditions 
for learning based on principles, theories, 
and effective practices. 
 
3.3 Assessing/Evaluating. Candidates 
use multiple assessment strategies to 
collect data for informing decisions to 
improve instructional practice, learner 
outcomes, and the learning environment. 
 
 
 
3.4 Managing. Candidates establish 
mechanisms for maintaining the 
technology infrastructure to improve 
learning and performance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.5 Ethics. Candidates foster a learning 
environment in which ethics guide 
practice that promotes health, safety, best 

The “Introduction to Digital Portfolios” 
Class utilizes research-based best 
practices and classic learning 
principles within the instructional 
design. 
 
I referenced ADDIE principles to 
guide the processes and choices for 
appropriate resources, and the 
placement of these elements within 
the instructional design of the course. 
 
In order to best assess the progress 
of the students, I provided multiple 
opportunities for the student to be 
able to gauge his/her grasp of the 
subject matter; through quizzes, pre-
tests, post-tests, and assignments, 
discussions and other projects. 
 
In order to maintain the technology 
infrastructure, I provide a guide that 
students may reference and links to 
resources for help with Blackboard 
CourseSites, Google Sites and other 
Google products that are referenced 
as well as Instructor reference and 
Contact information. The student is 
initially informed of what is necessary 
to connect and access all class 
resources. 
As always, I believe in fostering an 
effective and honest learning 



practice and respect for copyright, Fair 
Use, and appropriate open access to 
resources. 
 
 
 
3.6 Diversity of Learners. Candidates 
foster a learning community that 
empowers learners with diverse 
backgrounds, characteristics, and 
abilities. 
 

environment in which ethics guide 
practice that promotes health, safety, 
best practice and respect for 
copyright, Fair Use, and appropriate 
open access to resources. 
 
My philosophy and work believes in 
fostering a learning community that 
empowers learners with diverse 
backgrounds, characteristics, and 
abilities, as well. 

Standard 4 – Professional Knowledge and Skills: Candidates design, develop, 
implement, and evaluate technology-rich learning environments within a supportive 
community of practice. 

Performance indicators: Justification 

4.1 Collaborative Practice. Candidates 
collaborate with their peers and subject 
matter experts to analyze learners, 
develop and design instruction, and 
evaluate its impact on learners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.2 Leadership. Candidates lead their 
peers in designing and implementing 
technology-supported learning. 
 
 
4.3 Reflection on Practice. Candidates 
analyze and interpret data and artifacts 
and reflect on the effectiveness of the 
design, development and implementation 
of technology-supported instruction and 
learning to enhance their professional 
growth. 
 
 
 
 
4.4 Assessing/Evaluating. Candidates 
design and implement assessment and 
evaluation plans that align with learning 
goals and instructional activities. 

The “Introduction to Digital Portfolios” 
Class was reviewed utilizing the 
Summative Evaluation, and Formative 
Evaluation procedures. Peer review 
and SME or Subject Matter Experts 
provided feedback, comments, 
corrections and advice throughout the 
design and development of my 
course. 
 
I provided comments, suggestions 
and feedback to classmates designing 
and developing courses in my class.  
 
 
After reviewing the evaluations, 
feedback and suggestions from 
students, peers, SME’s as well as my 
professor I made appropriate 
changes, corrections and revisions to 
the course design and format.   
 
 
 
 
All assessments and evaluations 
provided were purposely aligned to 



 
 
 
4.5 Ethics. Candidates demonstrate 
ethical behavior within the applicable 
cultural context during all aspects of their 
work and with respect for the diversity of 
learners in each setting. 

the proposed learning goals of the 
course.  
 
 
I always am on my best, ethical 
behavior within the applicable cultural 
context during all aspects of their 
work and with respect for the diversity 
of learners in each setting. 

 
Modifications Made 
 
This project is a work in progress. I made numerous modifications to this project, 
“Introduction to Digital Portfolios” during and following this course. Initially I had a 
number of issues with the course plug-in for the quiz feature, and due to an 
update within the Blackboard CourseSites program, the icon that showed the link 
necessary to access the quiz failed to appear despite the quiz being available 
within the file structure of the class. The professor was able to manually correct 
this and explained how to correct this in a Collaborate session for the class.  
This e-learning project was made in Bb CourseSites, so the changes and 
improvements are made within the course modules, therefore no true before and 
after versions are available. 


